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Israel; William Kleinbaum, Head of the Toronto
Federation in Israel; Rabbi Marc Baker, President
and CEO of the Boston Federation; Noah Farkas,
President & CEQ, The Jewish Federation of Greater
Rabbis Josh Weinberg,
Lerner, Neil Zuckerman, leffrey Myers, Angela
Buchdahl, Ammiel Hirsch, Michal Biton, Amichai
Lau-Lavie, and others; and leaders and movers of

Los Angeles; Pesach

organizations such as Adam Lehman, Ethan Felson,
Danielle Mor, and many more.

The report concludes that although the disputes
and differences in views between the American
Jewish community and Israeli society, as well as
differences in culture, religion, and language, were

not completely erased by October 8, the bonds that

unite us were strengthened. In the past month,
we as a society have dealt with the immense and
unbearable pain we had experienced. But this
pain was not only felt within Israeli society; it was
experienced by the entire Jewish people, including
the American Jewish community, which is nearly
as large as the Jewish community in Israel. While
North American Jews did not directly experience
the events in Israel, they suffered and grieved with
us, acted to contribute and help us in our time of
distress, echoing Psalm 118:5, "Out of my distress
| called on the Lord." This report serves as a form
of thanks to them, an acknowledgment of their
efforts.
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United We Stand:

American Jewry and Israel in the
First Month of the War

The report before you, "United We Stand: American
Jewry and lIsrael in the First Month of the War"
tells the remarkable story of the American Jewish
community’s response following the events of
October 7, 2023. Facing unprecedented levels of
anti-Semitism not seen in decades, the Jewish
community in North America rallied unequivocally
in support of the State of Israel and its citizens.
This report attempts to cover the immense
scale of American Jewry's activities during the
first month of the war. It is based on data from
leading American Jewish organizations, along with
interviews, testimonies, and public statements
from community leaders, federation heads, rabbis,
volunteers, and ordinary citizens — all of whom
participated in the outstanding effort that united
millions of Jews in the United States and Canada.
The report's findings indicate that American
Jewry's tremendous support for Israel in the
first month of the war was manifested in
financial aid of likely over a billion dollars to
Israel (approximately $602 million through the
federations, with hundreds of millions more from
individuals). This aid
included not only monetary contributions but

other organizations and

also many tons of supplies ranging from hygiene
products and heating equipment for soldiers to
toys for displaced children. These were sent in
suitcases by private donors on planes donated to
the effort and sometimes in the personal luggage
of volunteers who contributed to the cause.
However, American Jewish support for Israel

was not solely financial: a significant, perhaps even
greater, part was the public action on behalf of the
state, including protests, rallies, displays, prayers,
media interviews, political lobbying, and other
public activities (such as hanging posters with
the faces of abductees, human chain initiatives,
hanging blue ribbons on clothing to support the
release of abductees, and more). The aim of these
activities, some planned by major organizations
and others entirely spontaneous initiatives by
grassroots volunteers, was to advance the discourse
on the plight of Israel in the United States and to
provide "diplomatic support” for Israel to continue
fighting in Gaza. In addition, American Jewry
engaged in internal education about the events in
Israel, encouraged by the federations and Jewish
educational institutions, to equip the community
with the tools to cope and deeply understand the
events in Israel since October 7.

The report also addresses the rise in pronounced
anti-Semitism in the United States, particularly in
universities but also on the streets, workplaces,
and other venues nationwide. Data from several
organizations cited in the report indicate this
period was extremely dangerous for Jews, leading
to a sharp and multifold increase in hatred towards
Israel and Jews in America.

Among the prominent leaders mentioned in
the report are Eric Fingerhut, CEO and President of
JFENA; Becky Caspi, CEO of JFNA in Israel; Jay Tcath,
Executive Vice President at Jewish Federation;
Itzik Shmuli, Head of the New York Federation in
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